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Dear 12th Grade Honors English Students: 
 

Welcome to English 12 Honors.  English 12H serves as an introductory survey course to British Literature 
where students will be introduced to many great works of literature.  An exciting year of studying literature awaits and 
the first part of that wonderful year is completing the summer reading assignment.  I warn you now that summer 
reading is an essential part of the first and second marking periods, and I encourage you to start your summer reading 
early.  Failure to complete the summer reading and the summer reading assignment will significantly impact your first 
semester grades and put you in grave danger of failing the first marking period.  I have every confidence that English 
12H will be a priority for you, and your effort in completing this assignment will demonstrate this to me. 
 

In addition to reading the two assigned novels and preparing for their respective short answer reading tests, you 
will be required to write two essays during the first marking period, which will give me a sample of your analytical 
writing.  Your summer assignment is to write a thesis statement for each of the two essays below.  The thesis 
statement for each essay will be due the first day our class meets at the start of class.  
 

Your essay assignments are as follows: 
 

1. Pride and Prejudice:  Select one of the characters in the novel and share how that character enabled you to 
better understand the novel and the time period within which the novel was written. 

 
2. 1984:  Orwell originally wrote 1984 as a prediction of the future.  Using modern times as a point of 

comparison, was his novel accurate?  Support your position with evidence from the novel. 
 
Your thesis statements may be typed or handwritten, but, either way, they must be neat and in final form.  Precise due 
dates for the essays and your summer reading tests will be given to you on the first day of class.  However, you can 
expect these essays to be due, respectively, within the first few weeks of class. 
 

In place of reading a book selected from the 12th grade summer reading list, you must submit a completed final 
draft of your college essay.  I highly recommend that you select your top choice school.  If you are unsure of where 
you want to apply, I recommend that you complete an essay from the Common Application.  Applications and required 
essays can be obtained through the internet or by contacting the particular college’s admissions office.  I cannot stress 
how important it is to begin thinking about this essay over the summer.  Make this a well-written 
 



final draft; this essay needs to be your best effort in completing this essential part of the college application process. 
This essay will be due the first day of class at the start of class.  I will read each essay and provide detailed feedback 
during the first weeks of school.  PLEASE NOTE:  THIS ESSAY REPLACES THE SCHOOL’S SUMMER 
READING ASSIGNMENT CONNECTED TO THE SUMMER READING LIST.  YOU ARE EXCUSED 
FROM READING FROM THE LIST POSTED ON THE WEBSITE. 

 
Finally, I would like to establish my lateness policy for you.  I am very strict about meeting deadlines.  Essays 

and projects are due by the time and date assigned.  Late work will not be accepted without penalty unless there are 
extenuating circumstances and prior approval has been given by me.  We will discuss this more specifically when we 
review the course’s expectations.  Please realize that as you prepare for your post high school life, meeting deadlines is 
an essential part of your future success. The time to start putting this into practice is now. 
 

I am looking forward to reading your college essay and thesis statements.  More importantly, I’m looking 
forward to teaching each of you.  English 12 Honors is one of my favorite courses to teach, and I know that each of you 
is ready for the challenges that await you.  If for any reason you need to reach me before school starts, e-mail me either 
of the following addresses:  smcgough@tufsd.org or at smcchoi@optimum.net.  
  

Enjoy the summer.  Wonderful experiences are waiting for you in September.  I look forward to being your 
English teacher. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Sarina McGough Choi 
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